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John Paul II Visit to Poland in June 1979

• Pope John Paul II plan to visit Poland was strongly objected by Soviet 
government

• Soviets and Polish communists wanted Pope to have limited contact with 
Poles, thus travel through country by helicopter.

• John Paul II visited Warszawa, Krakow, Gniezno, Czestochowa, Wadowice
and Oswiecim and celebrated masses with multimillion attendees in each 
place

• John Paul II gave very inspiring sermons and statements like :

Let Saint Spirit come down and renew face of this Earth

Do not be afraid, God is with you

• Communists in Poland were not able to break Catholic Church after WW II











Solidarity Independent Workers’ Trade Union 
Movement 1980-1989

• Solidarity strikes started in August 1980, first in Gdansk shipyard, led 
by Lech Walesa

• Solidarity Movement had close to 10 million members in September 
1981

• It was a big and existential threat to communist government in Poland

• It was spreading through Poland and gaining strength like a fire

• People were feeling free and enthusiastic, full of hope for the future

• Common symbol for Solidarity movements members was electrical 
resistor pinned into clothing in visible spot











Student Strikes

• Student organization name was NZS – Independent Student 
Organization

• NZS organized strikes at Universities and Colleges across Poland

• Strike methods were hunger strikes, occupation of educational 
facilities and manifestations

• Foreign exchange students from other Soviet block countries were 
quickly expelled, to not get the idea of how to break soviet rule

• Many student leaders were interned, along with university professors 
and lecturers in internment camps, subject to interrogation and daily 
hardship







Satirical Radio Programs

• Radio program “60 minutes per Hour” was a satirical broadcast in 
Wroclaw from 1973 through 1981

• Episodes were based on Polish history and situational sketches 
ridiculing government in a veiled  and abstracted way

• In 1981 communist government in Poland has had enough, shut 
down this program, and confiscated all audio tapes which could be 
found, but many recordings were saved by listeners



Martial Law in Poland 12/1981 – 7/1983

• Martial Law was imposed on December 13, 1981, and ended after 
583 days on July 22 1983

• All TV stations were shut down, no radio broadcasts except one 
governmental channel, TV screens showed white noise

• All communication across country was halted, no trains, no buses, no 
taxis, no flights, no civilian cars were allowed on roads

• Curfew hours 10 pm to 6am were introduced, people had to stay 
inside homes

• All stores and shopping malls were closed



• Army and armed police troops ZOMO were patrolling streets and 
have set up control posts at major cross sections

• Martial law forces totaled ~ 100,000 troops, 30,000 police, 1800 
tanks, and large number of troops carriers

• Army and police troops were equipped with sharp munitions

• People were very afraid of hunger and their daily needs

• 40 people were killed, 4000 imprisoned, 10,000 interned in camps

• Life under restrictions was very hard

• WRON, Military Administration Council, was administering whole 
country and every company had a commissar

• There was hypothesis that if Gen Jaruzelski did not set martial law, 
then Russian troops, already stationing on Polish border in force of ~ 
200,000 soldiers would invade Poland



Martial Law Rules

• Curfew from 10pm to 6am

• Any relocation and moving was forbidden

• Total censorship of media, phones and letters

• Rationing of food items ( bread, meat, flour, sugar, butter, oil, ..)

• Rationing of gasoline, personal hygiene items, even toilet paper

• Numerous military and police checkpoints

• Military commissars were appointed CEOs of all major and minor 
companies













Gnome Revolution by Orange Alternative

• Orange Alternative was organized in Wroclaw by Waldemar Frydrych
in 1979

• Color orange was chosen from mix of papal yellow and communist 
red

• Orange Alternative had Manifesto of Socialist Surrealism

• Organized street sketches / happenings to make people laugh, and 
make laughter as a weapon against communist authorities and milicja

• Members painted anticommunist slogans and attaching picture of 
smurf / gnome



Orange Alternative Street Actions

• Marches of Smurfs – there was a laughter when police was arresting 
smurf

• Save St Nicolas from Police

• International Women Day – dispensing woman’s hygiene items

• Day of the Secret Agent

participants played roles of agents, and were interrogating pedestrians, 
checking documents, flipping trench coat lapels with fake agent 
badges.

It as interesting when real secret service agents intervened









Shock Therapy for Polish Economy Conversion
• George Soros came to Poland on May 8 1988, and met Political Bureau of PZPR, 

communist party

• On December 23 1988 Politbureau agreed to introduce market economy in 
Poland.

• After his visit to Poland, George Soros sent his economist Jeffrey Sachs to Poland

to set up transformation plan.

• This plan was to:

- trigger hyperinflation ( was 200%, then 500% ),

- claim responsibility for hardship on the old economy,

- rescue situation by setting salaries fixed, without adjustment for inflation

- make state enterprises unprofitable, and sell them at very cheap price

- takeover of economy by foreign capital



Shock Therapy
• Shock therapy started on January 1, 1990.

• It resulted in huge unemployment, sell off of state companies at bargain 
prices, invasion of foreign capital doing enormous deals, at the loss to the 
Polish state 

• Foreign companies were bribing Polish officials to gain entry to the market.

• Example - Hewlett-Packard paid $4 mln bribe

• Communist party high rank officials were converting into privileged

market economy managers.

• Polish economists in exile (France, Canada, UK, US) had better 
transformation plan, preserving Poland’s ownership in companies, but 
were not allowed to participate.





End of Communism
• In general election, on June 4, 1989, communist party lost power, to 

more democratic parties.

• Polish economy transformation plan was approved by IMF in Fall of 
1989,  with main priorities on lowering inflation, deregulation of the 
economy, privatization of state enterprises

• But we know how IMF (which is a private organization) works, it 
wants country to fall into financial bondage forever

• There was a reason why Hungary paid off all its IMF loans and kicked 
agency out of their country.



Contemporary Wroclaw and its Gnomes

• Wroclaw Old City district is dotted with over 300 gnomes

• Creator of Orange Alternative, Waldemar Frydrych, sued city for using 
his symbols without permission, so city changed gnome form a little

• Following slides contain pictures of selected gnomes



Wroclaw Gnomes
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This is the End




